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the whole of Antwerp, killing all who opposed
them and practically ruining the city from which
Charles V used to draw such splendid subsidies.
The result was a strengthening of Dutch resistance
everywhere.

Elizabeth had been unusually tortuous in her
policy about this time. But in 1577 she was
ready for another shot at Spain, provided always
that it entailed no open war. Don John of
Austria, natural son of Charles V, had all the shin-
ing qualities that his legitimate half-brother Philip
lacked. He was the hero of Lepanto and had
offered to conquer the Moors in Tunis if Philip
would let him rule as king. Philip, crafty, cold,
and jealous, of course refused and sent him to the
Netherlands instead. Here Don John formed
the still more aspiring plan of pacifying the Dutch,
marrying Mary Queen of Scots, deposing Eliza-
beth, and reigning over all the British Isles. The
Pope had blessed both schemes. But the Dutch
insisted on the immediate withdrawal of the
Spanish troops. This demolished Don John's
plan. But it pleased Philip, who could now ruin
his brilliant brother by letting him wear himself
out by trying to govern the Netherlands without
an army. Then the Duke of Anjou, brother to